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REPORT, &e. 


; Navy DEPARTMENT, 
November 4, 1840, 
To His Excellency M. B. Lamar :— 
Srr—I have the honor to make the Annual Report of the 
Department, over which you have chosen me (о preside. 

In my last report to your Excellency, I represented as nearly 
as possible the nature and extent of the contract made by Mr. 5. 
M. Williams our naval agent, with Mr. Frederick Dawson, for 
the construction of the vessels contemplated by the act of Con- 
gress “for augmenting the Navy, and making an appropriation 
therefor,” approved November 4th, 1837. The contract was then 
but partly complied with, but since that time Mr. Dawson has 
delivered the brng and sloop of warthen due; and every thing 
else appertaining to this contract has been complied with in the 
most generous and liberal manner. The brig and sloop of war, 
like all the other vessels, have been constructed on a much more 
commodious seale than the contract required, and have been 
furnished ina more suitable manner than that for which the 
contractors were obligated. The brig, which was the last ves- 
sel received on the contract, was delivered at Galveston, with 
the naval equipments belonging to her, and the other vessels, on 
the 25th April, 1840,—the ship on the 5th of January previous. 
I take pleasure in referring you to the report of Capt. J. G. Tod, 
late naval agent to the United States. In consequence of his 
not being able to close a contract with Mr. Н. Е. Wiliams of 
Baltimore for our supplies on such terms as he deemed the 
public interest required, or as was anticipated by me in my-last 
annual report—he purchased only to the extent of the means. 


placed at his control. 1 am very much gratified that he 91859; 
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of the country, or tenor of the laws regulating the Navy. Му 
chief object in directing Capt. Tod to contract with Mr. Wil- 
liams, was to avoid as many chances of the misuse of public 
funds as possible. ‘Through tho exertions of Capt. Tod, arid 
faithful services of Mr. Williams, I am, however, now enabled to 


reportto your Excellency the entire settiomeut of the whols ' 


transaction, The Second Auditor, appointed by law to settle 
the accounts of the Navy, recently had an investigation, and 1 
believe satisfactory settlement of Capt. Tod’s accounts. 

This officer 1s entitled to great credit for the management and 
system always shown 1n his operations. Ніз attention to the 
complicated duties entrusted to him in the United States, as well 
as his conduct in direct connection with this Department, has 
always been faithful and laborious, and meets my cordial ap- 
probation. | 

The conditions of the contract with Mr. Dawson, so far as 
concerns the delivery of the ship, only rendered it necessary for 
him to Have her safely moored off the bar at the east pass of 
Galveston bay. This condition was stipulated for by Mr. Daw- 
son, under the belief that the vessel would not be able, jn con- 
sequence uf her draught, to enter the bay. This ЧЧ a general 
belief, but it has since been ascertained that the ship can at all 
times pass and repass the bar with her full armament and entire 
draught of water. 

For your Excellency's better information, and that of the Ho- 
norable Congress, I shall submit for consideration, with my re- 
port, the contract between Mr Frederick Dawson and Mr. бата 
M. Williams, as being more full and explicit, than айу exposi- 


tion I might be able to make of the subject. This document: 


formed a part of my last annual report to your XEixcellenoy, 
nevertheless, I think it my duty to lay it again before your eon- 
sideration, that the entire amount of the national expenditure for 
the procurement of our naval force may not be lost sight of, and 
that every feature of its true situation may be familiar to Con- 
gress, which legislateditiiito existence. I shallsay nothing further 
on this subject, except that the five hundred and sixty thousand 
dollar bonds, hypothecated for twelve months in pledge for the 
punctual payment of the two hundred and eighty thousand dollar 
bonds, the amount to be paid for the vessels, has been forfeited 


according to the conditions of the contract, and that Mr. Dawson. ' 


now holds them as liabilities against this Government, redeema- 
ble in five years, in gold, silver, or its equivalent, interest and 
principal payable in London. The five hundred and sixty thou- 
sand dollar bonds were forfeited on the Ist day of Dec., 1839, and 
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Mr. Dawson hes already sent on an agent to demand the interest 
and difference of exchange between the United States and Lon- 
don, amounting to near seventy thousand dollars, 

I have never been informed of the exact nature of the bonds 
which were to be issued by the loan commissioners, except from 
the contract itself, from which I infer that Mr. Dawson was to 
have the privilege of liquidating his bonds by selecting the pub- 
lic lands at the Government price. ‘The sterling bonds which 
Mr. Dawson agreed to take in lieu of the five hundred and sixty 
thousand dollar bonds, provided they were forfeited, have not 
been issued to him; ud I presume from the fact of his not 
having urged an exchange, that he prefers the liabilities which 
he has in his possession. | 

I feel a delicacy and want of ability to advise your Eixcelleney 
on this subject, and ‘hope that I shall have sufficiently dis- 
charged my duty by a plain statement of the facts as they exist. 

"Тһе purchase of the steam ship of war Zavala is still remain- 
ing in the condition represented to you in my last annual report. 
In consequence of the uncertainty which is thrown around the 
final adjustment of this affair, I think it highly advisable to have 
a thorough investigation instituted; and for that reason your 
Excellency will find among the accompanymg documents every 
thing connected with the purchase. І will, however, take occa- 
sion to remark that the Zavala ought notto cost the Govern- 
ment a greater amount than one hundred and forty thousand 
dollars, because 1t is one of the principal stipulations of the con- 
tract for her purchase, that the original cost was not to exceed 
thirty thousand dollars, and repairs then deemed requisite to fit 
her out as a vessel of war, wlien added to the original cost, were 
not, both taken together, to exceed seventy thousand dollazs in 
sound funds; in consideration of which, and the depreciated 
state of our currency, the Commissioners of the five million loan 
were to issue the bonds of the Government to Gen. James Ham- 
ilton, agent for Mr. Holford, for double the amount of the actual 
costs and expenditures up to the time of her delivery at Galves- 
ton, which bonds so 1ssued, were to be redeemable in five years, 
to bear interest at ten per cent. per annum, payable semi-annual- 
ly at the United States’ Bank of Pennsylvania, or at such agency 
in London as Texas might select. 

it would be gratifying to me to have it in my power to lay 
beípre you the entire settlement of this purchase; but from some 
cause’ Messrs. Branker & Burnley, the authorized agents for 
auditmg the accounts of the original purchase, and incidental 
expenses for fitting out, &c., have not reported the amount of the 
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liabilities. Itis now near twenty months since they were ap 
pointed for that purpose, and this Department is still in tho most 
profound ignorance on this subject. If I might be allowed to 
make any suggestion, I would most respectiully advise that 
these agents be brought to a sense of the necessity of an imme- 
diate accountability in the progress of their duty. 

An act of Congress, dated 10th January, 1839, partially con- 
firms the contract between Gen. James Hamilton, tho agent of 
Mr, Holford and Messrs. Burnley & Williams, the loan Com- 
missioners, for the purchase of the Charleston, and I presume it 
would have done so to the full extent, if the real position of the 
case had been known. From this confirmatory act, it seems to 
haveintended to ratify the purchaseaccording to the accompany- 
ing contract,-yet the act is somewhat at variance with Из tenor, 
because it only allows the sum of one hundred and twenty thou- 
sand dollars as the ultimatum of remuneration, ‘whercas one 
hundred and forty thousand may be required, 1 shall take 
pleasure in submitting to your Excellency the report of the an- 
diting agents, as soon as it shall have been made to this Do- 
partment. 

In my last report to your Excellency, T spoke ef the Zavallas 
having been ordered to New Orleans, to undergo some slight, 
but indispensable repairs, I regret to inform you, that contrary 
to the instructions received, this vessel was detained much 
longer, and expended a much larger amount than was antici- 
pated, or allowed by the orders given to her-commander. You 
‘will perceivé that the amount of nine thousand dollars was 
placed in the hands of the purser, subject to his order for repaira 
and incidental expenses, aud the manner of using them so par- 
ticularly mentioned as to leave no possible room for misappre- 
hension ; notwithstanding which, and specific orders not to in- 
cur any liabilities against the government, the sum of sixteen 
thousand twenty-four dollars and fifty cents over and above the 
amount of nine thousand dollars, entrusted to him as the utmost 
lirait of expenditure, has been accumulated in various ways as 
will be more fully shown by the annexed expenditure bill. A- 
mong the unauthorised debts of this vessel the firm of Priestly 
& Bein of New Orleans are creditors to the amount of fonr 
thousand seven hundred and thirty-six dollars. By the orders 
of your Excellency, the sum of thirty thousand dollars in the 
promissory notes of this government, drawn from the naval ap- 
propriatión of this and the past year, was hypothecated in New Or- 
leans on the 15th July last by Mr. Brannum, the naval agent, until 
after the adjournment of the present Congress, at the end of which 
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time they are to become the property of the above named firm, 
unless sooner redeemed by the payment of the debt in par funds. 
{f any measures can be resorted to for the payment ofthe amount 
for which the promissory notes have been pledged, it would not 
ouly avoid an onerous discount, but in the present limited affairs 
of the service, it would be of essential value in the liquidation of 
many authorised expenditures at home: І regret that any habili- 
. ties should have accumulated against the navy, for it has been 
my studious care to limit Xs purchases to the scanty and. insuffi- 
cient appropriations made by the last Congress for -its maintain- 
ance ; this, however, presents one of those cases which no care 
« or foresight of this department could either anticipate or control ; 
a reference to the orders and instructions given to Capt. Hinton, 
and hereto annexed, 1 trust will satisfy you of this fact. I hope this 
matter may reccive your especial attention, and that some speedy 
method of settlement will be devised. It is the only unautho- 
} rised debt which has accumulated against the navy, since my 
administration of the affairs of this office. There 15 still near 
twelve thousand dollars of the outstanding accounts of the Za- 
vala, of which no disposition has been made, and they consist 
` ` p¥incipally in small bills fer supplies afforded, or services render- 
ed by persons but little able either to lose their dues, or abide a 
delay of their payment. 

On the return of the Zavala to Galveston, her natural efficiency 
was found to be very much increased, and I haye no hesitation 
in saying that the unauthorised repairs were essentially needed, 
and they would have been suggested by the proper authority, 

“except for the consciousness of inability to pay for them. Durin 
the present cruise of our fleet on the Mexican coast, this vesse 
has proven herself decidedly the most efficient in the service,— 
For information concerning her present condition and efficiency, 
as well as that of all the vessels m service, with the exception of 
those in ordinary, I refer you to the accompanying report of Com- 
modore E. W. Moore. 

_ On the occasion of ordering the navy to sea during the month 

| of June last, the brig Wharton, Commander George Wheelright, 
me was partially provisioned and fitted out for the expedition, but 

WE it was found she would not be able to go on a cruise without 

| great expense, and the purchase of many articles not on hand, it 

ME was therefore deemed advisable to order her crew and officers 
ae on board t^e San Antonio, to join the squadrofi on the Gulf, to 

be distributed to the best advaniage, as none of the vessels hada 
me complement of either men ox officers. Owing to the manner in 

BE Which her crew was shipped, by the commander, it was not in 
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p power of the proper authority to carry that order into 
effect, 

The brigs Wharton and Archer, lave both been dismantled 
and laid up in ordinary under charge of Commander J, Clark; an 
officer of exporienco and merit in his profession. They have been. 
lately caulked and placed in as good a state of preservation against 
the weather as the limited means of the department would admit. 

The navy-yard under the charge of John G. Tod has been 


improved, and the buildings repaired, without having scarcely - 


апу of the necessary means afforded him for the accomplishment 
ofthe undertaking. A system of accountability has been esta. 
blished throughout the station, from which the department has 
already experienced beneficial results. 

In consequence of the leaky condition of the brig Potomac, 
formerly the receiving ship, she has had every thing remov- 
ed from her; placed securely in the yard, and her, crew 
transferred to the Wharton, It has since been discovered, and 
prevented as far as ıt was deemed necessary, to keep her from 
sinking. This vessel is now, and has been for along while, 
perfectly useless to the Government for any purpose whatever, 
and, as an application has been made hy'the commander of 
the station to transfer her to the pilot. of Galveston, with a 
view of making a light boat of her, upon such terms as he 
believes would be beneficial to tho pubiicintesest, I advise the 
measure, believing it will not interfere with the best interests. 
of the Navy, and that it will be of great advantage to our grow.' 
ing commerce. 

The navy-yard at Galveston is still held at the abeyance of its* 
legal owners, who might at any time seriously discommode the 
service. This fact is sufficient to prevent the construction of 
any permanent improvements, for if tho government isto be 
deprived of the use of them at the discretion of any person who 
may become the purchaser of the premises, it is better that 
temporary arrangements should be made. £ would advise that 
an agent be appointed to conclude something final upon this 
subject, for the nature of the service at all times renders it ne 
cessary to have the entire and uninterrupted use of its Naval 
Dépôts, The construction of reservoirs, quarters, sail-lofts, ware- 
houses, powder magazines and battenes, should always be done 
with a view to jeune n So far as the erection of naval 
ware-houses, and the creation of new dépóts are concerned, 
I shall make but few remarks, only giving it as my humble 
opinion that the establishment of some three or four at conveni- 
entintervals along our coast, would be of essential service to 
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our commerce, and facilitate greatly in the dissemination of cor- 
rect knowledge concerning the extent of our bays, and the depth 
of water on our bars. 

Nothing further has been done since my last annual report, 
in the contemplated survey of the coast, for the reason that the 
instruments procured especially with a view to this object, were 
required by the commissioner appointed to run the boundary line 
between ‘Texas and the United States. It was with great reluc- 
tance, and not until aftera full conviction of the necessity of 
doing so, that the instruments wete transferred. AS soon as the 
squadron returns, the instruments will have been restored, and 
there will be nothing to interfere with the immediate and satis- 
factory survey of the coast. 

‘The navy agent has recently settled his accounts. А large 
amount of money has passed through the hands of this officer, 
and lam gratified at the fact of his having closed his steward- 
ship with satisfaction to those who have the inspection of his con- 
duct, Concerning the details of his settlement, I refer you to 
the second Auditor with whom it has been made. In the present 
‘condition ofthe service, the navy agent has the purchase of al- 
most every thing consumed by the navy; and I would therefore 
advise that some more definite laws be enacted for the govern- 
ment of his contracts for supplies, and that his functions in 
this respect be more intimately connected with the command- 
ing officer of the station or squadron, on whose requisitions 
his purchases are made. Too many guards cannot be thrown 
around the duties of disbursing officers, for they do not encum- 
ber the honest, and act as the most salutary checks against the 
misuse of government funds, 

Commodore E, W. Moore has not yet entirely settled his ac- 
counts ; he was ordered to this place in the month of April 
last for that purpose, but was unable to close his business, in 
consequence of the absence of Capt. John «©, Tod, with whom he 
had transacted some of his monetary affairs. Capt. Tod has 
since returned, and his settlement with the Auditor I hope has 
removed every difficulty in the way of a final and satisfactory 
disposition of Commodore Moore's accounts. 

The following list of articles represents the amount of naval 
supplies now in the navy store, and those slops and articles of 
subsistence which aye deficient, viz :一 

216 gallons Beans, 18 tierces Rice, 
63 bbls Beof, 10 hl'ds Sugar, 
19 do. Bread, (very bad) 12 bbls. до, 

l do. Pork, 
B 
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; . RATIONS DEFICIENT, | 
Raisins, Pickles, Cheese, Butter, Whiskey, Vinegar, 
‘Molasses, Tea, Flour. . 
NECESSARY SLOPS DEFICIENT. 
Soap, Candles, Shoes, Woollen Socks, and many other ar- 
ticles purchased by government, 

A very limited quantity of the articles, consumed by the navy 
for this year, have been afforded by the appropriations for 1840. 
With a few exceptions they wer obtained by Сар. Той, out 
of the appropriation for last УЙ, during the exeeutión- of his 
duties as naval agent in Balümore. The entire navy might 
have been provisioned, equipped and manned for the preseht year 
if Congress had recognised the poses of active operations ; By, 
when the fact of the disbanding law was proclaimed throught- . 
sanctity of legislative action, its uncertain terms threw every <: 


thing connected with the navy into doubt, affording ample:bati- * s 


tude for speculation, as to the actual meaning of the law, and 
rendering it necessary for the navy to be held in continual readi- 
ness for a “hostile demonstration.” If a peremptory law had 
been concluded upon by Congress compelling, and n4SWequest- 
ing the President to lay the Navy up in ordinary; if ай %у had 
been passed, in the wording of which no such doubtful term as 
«hostile demonstration" was written, and by which your Ex- 
cellency was relieved from the necessity of deciding upon what 
construction Congress intended should be placed upon the term 
“hostile demonstration,” our dearly bought re-organised navy 
might at the present moment, if an occasion required it, send ^ 
forth its banner for a year hence in force and terror upon the 
Mexican coast. But now, the table already exhibited, shows, 
the remnant of what might have been used to a good advantage; 
and the want of which our depreciated currency cannot procure. 
When Congress passed the law requesting your Excellency to 
lay the navy up in ordinary, excepting in the event of a “hostile 
demonstration," that body was aware of the fact that ап agent 
was then in Mexico negotiating for pacific arrangements, and 
the recognition of our independence, sanctioned his presence 
there, and rendered it incumbent on this government to respect 
his conduct so long as transacted within the bounds of national 
law and propriety. His negotiations are not yet closed, and 
when they will be, is not for me to surmise; but so long as 
he remains there we are bound by every consideration of integ- 
rity, to refrain from the commission of hostilities ; but how fre- 
quently bas it transpired since the rising of last Congress, that 
Texas has been threatened with an invasion, and every prepa- 
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ration made for bloody and vindictive war? How far proper, 
under these circumstances, it was necessary for the navy to be 
upon the Mexican coast, and how far, under these cirenmstan- 
ces, “hostile demonstrations ? were made, is not for me, but for 
your Excellency and Congress to decide. One thing, however, 
is certain, that the navy was ordered to sea in view of a termina- 
tion of Mr. 'T'reat's duties, and the invasion of our territory. All 
that I have to regret in making my report to your Excellency 
is, that the time and supplies which have been consumed in 
holding ourselves in a state of preparation for war, was not con- 
sumed in open acts of hostility, the devastation of their coast, 
capture of their vessels, and blockade of their seaport towns ; 
a policy sanctioned by every consideration of justice, and as 
much required by our prosperity as the neglect of it has been 
beneficial to Mexico. 

І have now, sir, but a few words more to communicate before 
I shall have closed my report. The re-organised navy in its pre- 
sent condition, has cost this government near eleven hundred 
aud fifty thousand dollars in gold, silver, or its equivalent, and 
in many instances, as for example, the five hundred and eighty 
thousand dollar bonds in the hands of Mr. Dawson,—how much 
may be demanded as that equivalent, can only be ascertained by 
the developments of the future, if itis to be paid in our depre- 
ciating currency. ‘The political affairs of this country wear any 
other aspect than one of peace and security ; our young institu- 
tions are yet threatened with a foe powerful under any circum- 
stances, and dangerous in the extreme, when left to choose its 
time and mode of warfare. When the internal dissentions of 
Mexico shall have been settled among themselves, let no mista- 
ken judgment conclude that the arrogance and pride of an egotis- 
tical government like that of Mexico, will suffer us to exercise 
the rights of freemen over the vast extent of fertile soil which 
has 1n their estimation been but momentarily snatched from them. 
The navy which has cost this government so dearly, is the right 
arm of its defence, and whenever it is mutilated and destroyed, 
the strength of our capacities for defensive or offensive opera- 
tions will be shorn, and Texas left a prey to her enemies; But 
it seems that this branch of national defence is fated to misfor- 
tune and caprice of the most ruinous nature. Congress legisla- 
ted it into existence, and with a liberality which gave hope-and 
almost certainty of an intention to foster it, appropriated a suffi- 
cient ainount to make it effective; another legislative body takes: 
the subject into consideration, changes its destiny and deprives 
it of the power of rendering itself useful. The navy has never 
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yet had an opportunity of demonstrating its aavantages, and so 
long as Congress pursues towards ita vascillating policy, it never 
will. Sailors are not to be procured with the facility of soldiers, 
nor are competent and honorable naval officers to be obtained 
whenever they are needed. Somany changes have taken place 
in our navy, that if it had been disbanded as Congress requested, 
unless in case of a “ hostile demonstration,” it sould have been 
impossible on any occasion, however maeh the interest or seen- 
rity of the country required it, to procuro them again, 

When the navy returns from the present cruise, it will be ab- 
solutely necessary to make some provisions for its further snb- 
sistence. ‘There will be a considerabie amount due the officers 
and men, and there is nothing remaining of the last year's 
appropriations with which to pay them. И has always been 
my unwavering policy to foster and protect our navy.— 
It has always been my steady desire that it should be employ- 
ed in the most active manner атайы our enemy. "These opin- 
ions are based upon a confident belief that Mexico will be influ- 
enced only by coercion, and that the navy employed in this way 
might, long ere this time, have repaid the entire expense of its 
purchase; but unless more liberal oppropriations are made for 
its maintainance, unless it is provided with necessary means to 
render it effective, and ordered to sea with directions to prosecute 
the most active and energetic waizare, I would advise that your 
Excellency recoramend to Conercss its entire disbandment; for 
during the present year, with every facility of doing Ше # state 
some service,” it has been so encumbered with uncertainty, and 
restricted in its operations as to 1ende, it a source of useless na- 
tional expense, Ifthe navy is dicooudcd, congress should make 
the most ample provision for the poc. сейл of the vessels, or 
appoint some agency for its immedicze-aie, We have but few 
facilities at best for the good lkeepittz с? зч pela in ordinary, and 
ifthey cannot be afforded, it will F- for 0 most politic plan to 
dispose of them. But our navy бле: G.banded cannot resusci 
tate again at the will of Congr- : air vessels once sold, and 
many years will roll over the desti: y of Texas, before it can pur- 
chase another. 

I have the lránókto be 
Your most \bedient, 
( LOUIS P, COOKE, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


* 
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SCHEDULE EE 
Of Documents referred. to in the foregoing Report. 


Document A. contains the report of the agency of John G. 
Tod, while navy agent in the-United States. 

Document B. contains the contract between Mr. F. Dawson of 
Baltimore, and S. M. Williams, naval agents of the Republic of 
Texas, for six vessels, accompanied by the Ship-builder’s agree 
ments. о. 

Document C. contains copies о letters from Messrs. Hamilton 
and others, to the Secretary of the Navy,-—the contract between 
James Hamilton and Messrs, Burnley & Williams, „loan сот. 
missioners, for the purchase of the Charleston (аточ tia avala ) 
—eopies of letters from Hon. M. Hunt, to Messrs. Вгаркеѓ с 
Burnley, Фе. ИК ` 
. Document D. contains copies of orders to Compppekler A. С, _ 
Hinton from the Secretary of the Navy, and Commodore Moore. : 

Document E. contains an account current of the expenditures ~ 
of the Zavala while in N. Orleans in the winter of 1839 and '40. 

Document F. contains the report of Commodore E. W. 
Moare. | 

Documenti 0; contains сору of Secretary Navy’s letter to Com- ~< 

mander А. С. Hinton. 
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DOCUMENT A. 


GALVESTON, TEXAS, 
June 23, 1840. 
Sir—I have the honor to inform you that I arrived at this 

place on the 1st instant, from New York, having left there on 
the evening of the 9th ultimp, with the mail, amving in New Or- 
leans on the morning of the 20th, —having been detained there 
waiting for a passage until the 30th. 

lt was my intention to remain in the United States until 1 met 
with an opportunity of shipping the remainder of the naval sup- 
plies, and take charge of them; but I found that the delay would 
be greater that I anticipated, І at once concluded to return the 
very moment I could arrange some pecuniary affairs with the 
Commissioners, so as to enable me to meet a few outstanding 
claims against the Government. {had frequent conversations 
with Messrs, Hamilton and Burnley upon the subject, and it was 
only on the 7th of May last, that 1 was authorised by Gen, Ham- 
ilton to make out а warrant to receive the amount I required.— 
The second day afterwards, a few moments before he embarked 
for Europe, he gave me a check on the United States Bank of 
Pennsylvania, for fifteen hundred. dollars, it being on Saturday, 
and having made all my arrangements to stat that evening for 
New Oneans, so as to meet the boat of the 20th. Ifound it was 
impossible to remain in Philadelphia a sufficient length of time 
to negotiate the check. I made several attempts to dispose of it 
in New York, but I found the discount greater than І felt at 
liberty to make, Through the kindness and attention of our 
Consul in New York, J. Radcliff, Esq., I was furnished with four 
hundred dollars ($400) to pay my expenses out, and the balance 
of the check was to be transmitted to H. Н. Williams, Esq. of 
Baltimore, to be deposited with him to meet the payment for the 
Marine equipments, battle axes, &c. | 

You will find the receipt of Mr. Radcliffe marked No. 3. 

You will also find a copy of the warrant for the $1500 that I 
received from Gen. Hamilton, marked No. 4. І 

І advised the Department so fully of my operations in the 
United States, that little is left for me to lay before it. I, how- 
ever, felt it my duty in consideration of the liberality shown on 
all occasions by Mr, Dawson in fulfilling the contract, te address 
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him the letter marked No, 1. 1 refer you to his reply marked 
No. 2, alike creditable, and honorable to one who has shown his 
faith in the stability and integrity of our institutions in something 
more than mere expressions. 

I, also, before closing this communication, as being the fast act 
connected with my agency in the United States, take pleasure 
in acknowledging the obligation I am under to Commodores - 
Barron and Warrington of the United States Navy, and Mr. 
Francis Grice, naval constructor at the Norfolk dock-yard, for : 
much useful information imparted to me by those gentlemen,— 
the experience of whom, combined with their ability, entitles 
them to be considered the master-spirits of their profession. 

Н. Н. Williams, our Consul in Baltimore, to whom was en- 
trusted the purchase of our supplies under my direction, is also 
entitled to great credit for the very cordial manner which he 
showed in meeting my wishes, and rendering all the assistance 
in his power to comply with the numerous wants of our naval 
interest. 

So far as applieation and attention to the responsible duties 
confided to' me by the Government, could ensure success, 1 feel 
conscious that T have left no means undone to accomplish them 
ines satisfactory a manner as my humble abilities were capa- 
ble of performing. 

I herewith exhibit, for the satisfaction of the Department, the 
accounts and vouchers for the publie money disbursed by nie. 

have the honor to be, sir, ' 
Your obedient servant, 
JOHN G. TOD. 
To How. Louis P. Сооке, -> 
Secretary of the Nauy, Austin. 
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DOCUMENT NO. 3, 
Referred to in the foregoing Report. 


New Yonx, May 9, 1840. 
Received of Mr. John G. Tod, Gen James Hamilton's check 
on the United States Bank of Pennsylvania, for fifteen hundred 
dollars, which 1 am to collect, and pay mysolf four hundred dol- 
lars (New York currency), and hold the balance of the proceeds, 


subject to the order of H. A, Williams of Baltimore. 
[Signed] AUG'S W. RADCLIFF. — 


DOCUMENT NO. 4. 
Referred to in the foregoing Report. 


New Yorn, May 7, 1840. 
Srr—As it is absolutely necessary forthe requirements of 
the public service, and the credit ofthe Navy Department, that 
further means should be placed at the disposal of the naval 
agency in this country, previous to my departure, for the liqui- 
dation of sorne outstanding bills, 1 do urgently request you to 
place fifteen hundred dollars to my order before your departure. 
І am very .respeetfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
[Signed] JOHN С. TOD, of Texas, 
: Naval Agent to U.N. 


DOCUMENT NO. 1. 
Referred to in the foregoing Report. 


2 BarrrwogE, Mo, March 19, 1840. 
F. Dawson, Esq.:— 


> Dean Srr—The last vessel included in the contract en- , 
tered into by yourself on one part, and the Republic of Texas of 
$ 
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the other part, having received from me the certificate approving 
ofthe same, 1 feel it a duty as well as a pleasure to express to 
you the satisfaction I have in testifying to the very creditable 
and liberal manner in which the contract has been fulfilled on 
your part. 

I will not indulge in any useless expressions of my opinion of 
these vessels, they speak for themselves, and тапу persons of 
acknowledged judgment in naval architecture, have pronounced 
Шеш cqual to any that have ever sailed from this port, in beau- 
ty of model; strength and durability of material, and finished spe- 
eimens of workmanship. 

I shall feel it my duty, and believe me, it will he a grateful 
one, to make known to my Government, and to my fellow-citi- 
zens, on my return to 'T'exas, the liberality with which you have 
acted in fitting out these vessels for the infant Republic, of which. 
you have always been the fast and generous friend. 

1 hope that your commercia] enterprise will be crowned with 
complete success, and that а full portion of the benefit my adopt- 
ed country derives from your liberal conduct in reference to her 
naval interest, will enure to you, as a well-earned compensation 
for the advantages which the Republic derives from your un- 
wavering confidence in her resources, her integrity and honor. 

I remain, with great regard and esteem, 
Your obedient servant, 
JOHN G. TOD, 
Naval Agent of Texas to the U.N. 


DOCUMENT NO. 2, 
Referred to in the foregoing Report. 


Baurimors, March 19, 1840. 
Jonn G. Top, Esq.:— 

Dzar Srr—I have to acknowledge the receipt of your let- 
ter of this date, and in doing so, I beg to thank you for the hand- 
some manner in which you are pleased to notice my fulfilment 
of my contract with your Government for their navy, as well as 
for your expressions of regard individually towards myself. 1 
entered on this contract with your Government when it was al- 
most without credit, and though from the depressed state since 
of commerce throughout the world, your Government has been 

c 


f 18 
unable to obtain that credit whichris its due; none better than 
yourself con know that since I madg.it, my desire has been to do 
it ao justice; and it isa great satisfaction to me, that what I 
have done is so well appreciated. 

You are now about to return to your own country, and in 
taking leave of you, I should do injustice to my feelings were I 
not to secure this occasion of assuring you ofthe great gratifica- 
tion I have derived from the opportunity this business has afford- 
ed me of becoming known to you. 

A stranger when you came among us, you have gained the 
esteem and confidence of all who have come in contact with you, 
and you carry with you their best wishes for your welfare. Ailow 
me to add my sincere wish, that the acquaintance now formed 
may be continued, and that after your return to your own coun. 
try, I may long hear of your prosperity. 

Believe me to be, my dear sir, 
Ever yours faithfully, 
| FREWK DAWSON. 
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DOCUMENT В. 


Contracts for one Ship, two Brigs and three Schooners. 


Be it known by this instrument of contract and writin 
obligatory, that whereas the Congress of Texas did, on the 2 
day of November, 1837, pass an act for augmenting the Navy 
of Texas, and did therefor appropriate the sum of two hundred 
and eighty thousand dollars, as more fully will appear by re- 
ference to the said act, a certified copy of which issued from the 
Department of State by R. A. Irion, Esq, Secretary of State, 
under the seal of the Department, dated 6th August, 1838, is 
now in the hands of Samuel M, Williams, Naval Agent for the 
Republic of Texas, and is herewith exhibited, as also a secret 
resolution likewise issued under the certificate of the said Secre- 
tary of the Department of State, under which act the Government 
of ‘Texas requires one ship or brig ofabout 500 tons, to mount 18 
guns ; two barques or brigs of about 300 tons, to mount 12 guns 
each ; and three schooners about 130 tons, to mount 5 or 7 guns 
each ; to be fitted and furnished with such armament and artil- 
{егу as may be best adapted to such vessels. 

And, whereas, the said Congress, by the said act and resolu- 
tion, did contemplate that the money required to pay for said 
vessels, would be raised and procured’ from the negotiation of 
the Five Million Loan ; and whereas the commissioners for the 
negotiation of said loan, have failed in the negotiation of the 
same, and the prospect of success being removed for an indefi- 
nite period. Therefore this instrument of contract and writin 


“~ obligatory made and entered into by, and between Frederick 


Dawson, Esq., merchant of this city, of the first part, and S. 
M. Williams, Naval Agent of Texas, of the second part, wit- 
nesseth, that the party of the first part, hereby binds and abliges 
himself to have built, furnished and equipped, full, perfect and 
complete—one ship, two brigs and three schooners, of the form, 
manner and description, as are fully and completely laid down 
and set forth in an instrument of writing signed by these contract- 
ing parties, made and fumished by the various artists ; who are 
to be employed in the construction, fitting, furnishing and equip- 
ping said vessels, as also in the statement of provisions, munitions, 
&c. бс. which will be required ; which description and state- 
ment are hereby declared by the contracting parfies to form part 
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and particle of this contract, the same as if herein recorded and 
set forth, and to have the same force aud effect in law and 
equity. The whole to be built, done, furnished and equipped 
for the said sum of two hundred and eighty thousand dollars, 
lawful currency of the United States, or its equivalent. The 
building and construction of the said vessels to be commenced 
immediately, and prosecuted with all the despatch which may 
be consistent and proper with the full and faithful construction 
of such vessels, under the direction and management of said 
Samuel M. Williams, Naval Agent aforesaid, or such other per- 
son as he may appoint. Which vessels so coustrneted, fitted, 
provisioned and equipped, are, by the said party of the first part, 


‘to be delivered to the Government of Texas at the port of Gal- 


veston, free from any further charge and expense to the sald 
Government than what is heretofore expressed ; which delivery 
shall be made as soon after the completion of them as may be 
practicable, without any unnecessary delay or detention. 此 
being understood that the delivery of the ship shall he effected 
by her being safely moored and anchored, outside of the harbor 
of Galveston, at the usual point where vessels are anchored : 
the party of the second part hereby stipulates, and agrees, and 
by this instrument, binds, and obliges and pledges the public 
faith of the Republic of Texas to receive the vessels as before 
mentioned and described, when so delivered at Galveston in 
Texas, and in the same manner for the security of the party of 
the first part, stipulates and agrees that the bonds of the Go- 
vernment of Texas, made and executed by the commissioners 
for the loan, shall be executed, and signed and deposited in the 
Bank of the United States of Pensylvania, or the Girard Bank 
at Philadelphia, for double the amount of the said sum of 
$280,000, say for five hundred and sixty thousand doliars, there 
to remain in pledge as security to the party of the first part for the* 
space of twelve calendar months, which bonds are to bear on 
the face of them, a rate of interest of ten per eent, por annum, 
redeemable in five years, interest and principal payable in 
London, which bonds can be redeemed at the end of twelve 
months, by the payment of the two hundred and eighty thou- 
sand dollars, and the ten per cent. which shall have accrued on 
the said bonds for the twelve months which they must remain 
in pledge, being made in Gold or Silver or its equivalent, into 
the said U. 8. Bank of Pennsylvania, or the Girard Bank, The 
party of the first part stipulates and, agrees that if the Govern- 
ment of Texas shall prefer to instruct the Loan commissioners 
to issue, or shall itself jssue sterling bonds for the sum of five 
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hundred and twenty thousand dollars, at any time prior to the 


tion, and payment of the debt hereby created, and in lieu of the 
bonds heretofore mentioned, and further, that be will receive the 
said sterling bonds, without the privilege of taking lands in 
payment, as is stipulated in the bonds already drawn: the said 
sterling bonds to be redeemable in thirty years, to bear ten. per 
cent, interest per annum, payable semi-annually, interest and 
principal payable in London, which bonds shall‘be dated the 
first of January, eighteen hundred and thirty-nine, lt is fur- 
ther stipulated and agreed by the party of the second part that 
if the first mentioned bonds, which are to be placed in the U. S. 
Bank, or the Girard Bank, shall not be redeemed as expressed 
in this contract, on the first day of December, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-nine, they shall, from and after that day, become the 
property of the said party of the first part, and the President of 
the Bank in which they shall be deposited, shall be, and 1s here- 
by authorised to deliver, at that time, the said bondsto the said 
party of the first part. 

It is further agreed between the contracting parties, that when 
the vessels are finished and completed as contracted for, and ex- 
pressed in the schedule and. statement, the Naval Agent shall 
Issue a certificate to that effect, prior to their departue from the 
United States, which certificate shall express the approval and 
the compliance of the party of the first part, of all the stipula- 
tions, agreements and statements made and entered into, except 
the delivery of the vessels at Galveston. 

In witness of all whieh the parties of the first and second 
parts have signed this instrument, with their own proper hands, 
and affixed their seals in the city of Baltimore, State of Maryland, 
the 13th November, 1838. - 

Signed F. DAWSON. (SEAL) 

Signed S. M, WILLIAMS. (sEAL) 


——X 


Be it known by this instrument of writing, that, whereas 
Frederick Dawson, merchant of this city, of the one part, and 
Samuel M. Williams, Naval Agent of the Republic of Texas, of 
the other part, did, on the 13th day of November, 1538, enter 
into a contract, by which the said Dawson bound nnd obliged 
himself to have built one ship, two brigs and three schooners ; 
and, whereas, in the said contract, it was agreed, by and be- 


М 


Ta ee le s 


first day of February next, he will receive them in full liquidazz, a 


ЧЫ 
-— 4 


a 
уыл & аё 


a 


22 


tween the contracting parties that said vessels should be made 
after the form, manner and description, as should be set forth in 
an instrument of writing, to be signed by the contracting parties 
made from the various statements which would be furnished by 
the various artists to be employed in the building, fitting, fur- 
nishing and ‘equipping said vessels,—and should be furnished 
with provisions, munitions, &c. &c., requisite, to be set forth 
in a statement made to that effect, which instrument of writing 
and statement, when made, the contracting, parties did agree 
should form part and particle of said contract, and to have the 
same force and effect in law and in equity, as if it had been 
therein recorded,—tlierefore, the said contracting parties do here- 
by covenant and agree that all matters and specifications herein 
recorded and set forth, shall be held and considered as forming 
part of said contract as aforesaid, and binding as is therein pro- 
vided for, as also all instruments of writing herein referred to, 
noted and mentioned, and countersigned by the said contracting 
arties. 

Now, be it known, that William and George Gardner, Ship- 
builders of this city have furnished a statement for building a 
ship, which has been accepted by the parties, and is as follows, 
to wit: 


Length between the perpendicular, - -  - 125 feet. 
Beam moulded, - - - - - 31 « 
Depth of hold,  - - - 12 6-12 « 


The entire frame to be composed of the best quality white 
oak,—the main transom, apron and knight-heads of live oak or 
locust ; the frame to be sided not Jess than nine inches moulded, 
twelve inches at the keel, and six inches at the plank-sheer, 
moulded edges, filted close, and frame bolted together with three 
quarter inch boltiron, the floor timbers and kelson to be fastened 
with not less than one inch bolt copper through the floor timbers, 
and one inch and 1-8th through the kelson and floor timbers, all 
the above bolts to be riveted under the keel, the dead wood, and 
apron to be fastened with copper of the same size, the bottom 
plank to be of the best quality of white oak, three inches and a 
half thick, to be fastened in the best manner, say with two com- 
position spikes and two treenails in each frame, and butt bolted 
with 3-4 inch bolt copper. The bends or wales to be of the 
best quality white oak, four and a half inches thick diminished 
down to three and ahalfinches to form a flush side. The ceil- 
ing to be 3 6-12 inches thick of white oak, except six, four and 
a half inch bilge streaks well fastened ; the beams to be of yel. 
low pine, well secured, with two horizontal and one diagonal 
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knee to each beam-end, well bolted with 7-8 inch-iron bolts, two 
beams to each mast as low down as the berth deck and secured 
at each end with two knees well fastened through the timbers 
with one inch bolt iron, all in the best and most substantial man- 
ner : the deck ofthree inch yellow pine and plugged, the main rail 
to be five feet from the deck, with solid waist planks inside and 
out, with two inch pine plank and plugged ; the wood-work for 
the capstan suitable to weigh the ancbor ; top-gallant fore-castle, 
and poop-deck finished complete; íly-rail fore and aft ; one set 
of spars complete; with two extra top-masts one extra main, 
and one fore-yard, one jib-boom, two top-sail yards, with three 
rough spars to be used as circumstances and need may require. 
'The berth deck to extend from the fore-mast to the ward room. 
The berth deck beams to be six inches square, to rest on a clamp 
well secured to the sides the whole length of said deck; the 
whole carpenter's work to be finished to a cleat. And in like 
manner the statement furnished by J. А. Rabb & Co.. Ship-buil- 
ders of this city, for two brigs, each of the fcllowing dimensions, 
to wit :——One hundred and ten feet between perpendiculars, 
twenty-eight moulded beam, eleven feet hold. To be built of 
materials as described for the ship, bolted and fastened in like 
manner, and finished as described in the said statement furnish- 
ed, which in all particulars is as binding as if herein recorded, 
and set forth. And in hke manner the statementfurnished by 
L. Н, Dunkin, Ship-builder of this city, for three schooners, each 
of the following dimensions, to wit :—Sixty-six feet straight 
length of keel, twenty-one feet six inches breadth of beam 
mould, eight feet depth of -hold, fifteen feet rake forward, two 
feet. rake aft, one foot ten inches dead-rise. "То be built of 
materials and finished as is described in the said statemen,, 
which in all particulars is as binding as if herein recorded and 
set forth, 

It is further agreed upon by the contracting parties that the 
before described ship, brigs and schooners, shall each, and all be 
coppered with first quality sheet copper, of the weight and size, 
adapted and suited to their class, and as is usual and custo- 
mary for vessels intended for the purposes of war as a Navy, 
and shall be pat into the hands of competent joiners to be fitted, 
and provided with the work necessary, and is as usual in that 
branch, to wit :— Cabins, store-rooms, lockers, berths, magazines, 
ос. in a manner similar to the fixtures with which the.brigs and 
corvette ship, built for the Mexican Government were provided 
agreeably to a plan presented by Thomas C. Morris & Son, . 


Ship-joiners ; and the three schooners are in like manner to 


24 


be fitted and furnished, according to a plan presented by said 
Morris & Son. 

The ship. shall be provided with two bower chain cables, each 
ninety fathoms long, of one and a quarter inch iron, and sheet 
chain ninety fathoms long of 1 3-8ths inch iron, two hemp haw- 
sers, 8 and 9 inches in circumference, one hundred and twen- 
ty fathoms long, with two bower anchors, and one sheet anchor 
of proper and suitable weight, two iron kedges for the hawsers 
and two light kedzes for warping, and boat grapnels; the brigs 
shall be provided with one bower chain cable, for each ninety 
fathoms long of 1 1-8 іпер iron, опе bower cable, (of 11-10 inch 
iron) for each ninety fathoms long, and one sheet chain, nincty 
fathums long of 1 1-4 inch iron, and each with two hemp haw- 
sers one hundred and twenty fathoms long inches in circum- 
ference, and shall be provided with, each, two bower anchors, 
and one sheet anchor of proper and suitable weight, with, each, 
two iron kedves for the hawsers, and two light kedges, each, for 
warping, and grapnels ; each schooner shall be furnished with 
one chain cable: for a best bower, seventy-five fathoms long, of 
3-4 inch iron, and one chain cable for a small bower, seventy- 
five fathems long of 1 1-16 inch iron, and one hemp hawser 5 
inches in es ference, one hundred and twenty fathoms long, 
and ал» Mayni tow-line of a suitable size, and one hundred and 


twenty : ‘amy long, and shail be provided with anchors of a” 


proper ы, , snd suitable weight, with two iron kedges for each, 

Th skip shall be provided with one launch twenty-six feet 
long, two cutters, and two quarter boats, according to an estimate, 
and plan made by Alexander Cummins, Bodt-buildcr :—Bach 
brig shall be provided with one launch twenty four anda half 
feet long, two cutters and two quarter-boats, agreeably to a plan 
of said Cummins ; each schooner shall be provided with two 
boats, similar to those used by the United States Revenue 
Cutters. 

The ship shall be provided with the necessary kelson, and 
wing casks, to contain at least eight thousand gallons of water ; 
each brig shall be provided with the necassary kelson, and wing 
casks, to contain at least six thousand five hundred gallons of 
water eacli; and the schooners, each, with the necessary water 
Mong for three thousand gallons of water, including one tank for 
each. 

The ship shall be provided with thirty-six buckets, thirty-six 
mess kids, two breakers for ц boat, and two harness casks ; the 
brigs shall have, each, twenty-four buckets, twenty-four mess 
‘kid’, two breakers for а boat, and two harness vasks; each 
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schooner shall be provided with eight buckets, eight mess kids, 
two breakers, and two harness casks ; each one of the vessels 
shall be provided with a proper and complete chest of carpenter’s 
„tools, and caulker’s instruments according to her class. 

_ The ship shall be provided with eighteen 24 pound Colum- 
bianade guns ; each brig shall be furnished with twelve 18 pound 
Columbianade guns ; and each schooner with four 12 pound 
Columbianade guns, and one long 12 pound ооп] mounted on a 
pivot; the guns to be of the pattern shown By” Mr. Jamieson, 
cast at the foundry of Gen. Mason, at Georgetown, District Co- 
lumbia ; the guns to be mounted complete, with all the neces- 
sary accautrements, and tobe furnished, cach, with sufficient pow- 
der for twenty-five rounds, with sufficient shot for each round 
to load with one round shot, and a stand of grape, or cannister 
of long range; that is, for each gun 25 round shot, 13 cannisters 
of long range, and grape for twelve stands ; the guns to be fitted 
with locks, and the magazine to be furnished with flannel for 
the cartridges; the ship to be furnished with 30 good muskets; 
and each brig with 25 muskets; and each schooner with 12 
muskets ; ten pairs of pistols for the ship, and 30 cutlasses; and 
for each brig ten pairs of pistols and 25 cutlasses ; and for each 
schooner 8 pairs of pistols and 15 cutlasses ; there shall be fur- 
nished for the use of the vessels 400 blue jackets, 400 pairs of 
trowsers, 400 duck shirts, 400 flannel shirts, 400 pairs of shoes, 
and 400 black siik handkerciiets. 

‘The ship, brizs and schooners shall each, according to her 
class, be furnished with a complete suit of sails made of the best 
matériels, according to the drafts made by Messrs. Benjamin 
Buck & "ions, *-ui-makers of this city; and the ship, and the 
two brg- shall caet. have a spare top-sail ; and ship, brigs and 
schooners shall ое “urnished with spare canvass of different 
qualities es may ba necessary for the use of the vessels for a rea- 
sonable time, say ** sty bolts for all the vessels. 

There sh dl fs ‘armished for the ship, brigs and schooners 
provisions for 4i*? men for 4 months, allowing one ration for 
each man for 222 days, to wit :—42,477 pounds of bread, 26,490 
pounds of beef, 20,800 pounds of pork, 6,912 pounds of flour, 
867 pounds of butter, with full rations of cheese, or pickles and 
raisins as muy b» preferred for thesame length of time; 867 galls. 
of rice, 867 galls. of beens, 445 galls, of molasses, 445 galls, of 
vinegar. 

The ship, brigs and schooners shall be completely fitted with 
rigging of the best material, of the various sizes and dimensions, 
according to the direction of the Master-rigger, and, under his 
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superintendence, be pompletely fitted and rigged : ond also com- 
pletely furnished ‘vith blocks; all the ‘haliard-blocks, and 
brace-blocks, to be bushed, and every gun shall be furnished with 
the proper rigging, and blocks to fit them complete. 

Each vessel shall be provided with one Texian Ensign, one 
Mexican Ensign, and one French Ensign; ана also each vessel 
shall be furnished with a medicine-chest suitable ior her class, 
and a suitable quantity ofbottle and signal-lanterns, and lantos 
tor the magazines, 

In witness of all which, the contracting parties hereunto affix 
their hands and seals, in the city of Baltimore, the third day of 
January, 1839. 

Signedin presence of H, H. Williains and Lambert S. Norwood. 

igned | F. DAWSON, (SEAL) 
Signed] S. M. WILLIAMS. = (sat) 
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It is agreed that one hawser for the ship, and one for each of 
the brigs shall be made of Manilla hemp, to wit: the smallest 
sized hawser for each vessel, and further, each vessel shall be 
provided with a proper camboose, 

Signed F, DAWSON, 

Signed S. М. WILLIAMS. 


Statement of John А, Rabb & Co., Ship-builders, of the man- 
ner and description in which the hulls of the two brigs for the 
Republic of Texas are to be built, ——one hundred and ten feet 
between perpendiculars, twenty-eight feet moulded beam, eleven 
feet hold. 

The frame to be built of the best white oak, the main transom 
to be of live oak, and all to be of the size and dimensions for 
vessels of their class, the bottom plank to be 3 1-4 inches thick; 
bends 3 inches thick graduated to 2 1-4 inches, of the best white 
oak; deck beams white oak, to be secured with six kuces to 
each beam, and bolted by iron bolts one inch in diameter, the 
deck plank to be of yellow pine 3 1-2 inches thick, and three 
streaks in each side to be 4 1-2 inches thick, let down and bolted 
to water stays; the deck to be plugged, stanchions in the hold, 
to be of white oak, to be copper fastened throughout to the 
wales, floor timbers to be bolted through the keel with one inch 
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copper bolts, and through the kelson and keel with 11-8 inch cop- 
per bolts, the breast-hooks to be fastened with 2 inch copper 
bolts, bute bolts 3-4 inch in diameter, wooden ends bolted with 
5-8 inch copper bolis, deck beams, and water ways with one 
inch iron bolts, a clamp to be put in the hold for the berth-deck 
beams, and two partner-beams to each mast putin, and berth. 
deck laid from the ward-room ferward, and ‘well kneed and 
bolted; ihe outside plank to be fastened with two treenails, and 
two composition spikes in each frame; the main breast hook to 
he as long as can be procured, and well fastened,—to furnish 
the wood work of windlass bitts; snd, also, to furnish one com- 
plete set of spars, and two extra top-masts, one extra main and 
fore-yard, опе jib-boom, two top-sail yards, with three rough 
spars, to ke used es need may require; the vessels to be well 
and faithfully caulked and seems payed; the bulwarks to be 
planked inside and out, and fitted in with white pine to make 
them solid, and arranged for eight ports on each side and the 
hulls to be finished to. a cleat in a neat and workman-like man- 
ner. [Signed И J. A. RABB & CO. 
[Countersigned| Е. Dawson, 
S. M, Wirnririaws. 


Statement of L, Н, Dunkin, Ship-builder, of the manner and 
description in which the hulls of the three schooners, for the 
Republic of Texas, arc to be built: 


Length of keel straight, - - - - 66 feet. 
Breadth of beam moulded,  - - ~- 1 6-12 « 
Depth of hold, 8 Eh Cu ues ^= 8 « 
Rake forward, < ~ - ZEE 18 « 
Rake aft, - - "M зр - 9 Т 
Dead rise, - - 1 10-12 « 


The entire frame of said vessels to be composed of white oak, 
vided five inches, the’ bottom plank of two inch oak, and square 
fastened with five inch composition spikes; the ceiling to be two 
inches in thickness, and cross-fastened with five inches iron 
spikes, and prepared for plugs; the keel to be sided eight inches 
with one bolt of three-quarter inch copper in each floor timber, 
bends of three inch oak, and fastened with one-six inch iron 
spike in each timber, clamps of the same thickness as bends, 
and fastened in the same manner; the deck frame ta consist of 


beams and carlines, with one ledgo, and one lap-knee at the . 
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and ofeach beam, sided five inches, two thick streaks adjoining 
the water-ways, to be let over and into the beams, and bolted 
through from the outside between every beam and carlino, plank- 
sheer three inches thick, rail four-and-a-half inches thick, and 
nine inches wide; flush deck, with trunk, main hatch and fore- 
scuttle; said vessels to be furnished with one set of spars each 
complete, two of them as two top-sail schooners, and one as a 
fore-and-aft schooner, with such extra spars as may be required ; 
solid bulwarks forward, cat-heads, warping-chocks, racks, stern- 
davits put on the chain plates, let down the pumps, make all 
cleats and cavils; outside and decks to be well caulked, and 
seams coated with pitch, bottom planks to be bolted with 
5-8 inch copper, furnish one set of awning stanchions; the ves- 
sels to be built by one set of moulds, and all to be finished in a 
neat and workmanlike manner. 

{Signed L. H. DUNKIN. 

[Countersigned] F. Dawson, | 

| S. M. WILLIAMS, 


